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According to an analysis conducted by Travelport, the countries that have

seen the greatest growth in �ight bookings from travellers in the Kingdom of

Saudi Arabia (KSA) in the last 12 months are Turkey, Egypt and the United

Kingdom.

From 1 April 2018 to 31 March 2019, bookings made in the KSA through all

global distribution systems (GDS) increased by nearly 45,000, up 16% to

Turkey; over 40,000, up 3% to Turkey; and over 13,000, up 14% to the United

Kingdom.
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Mohammed Khair, Travelport’s country manager for the KSA, explained the

causes behind the phenomenon: “Increased airline capacity, economic growth,

and rises in demand from leisure travellers are all major drivers of growth in

�ight bookings.

“Turkey had a remarkable year for tourism in 2018. According to its tourism

ministry, nearly 40 million foreign tourists visited the country during the year,

an increase of more than 21%. Our data shows the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

was one of the top source countries for �ight bookings to Turkey.

“2018 was also a good year for Egypt, with reports suggesting nearly 9 million

tourists visited in the country, up from just over 5 million in 2016. Egypt is

always a favourite for tourists from the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia due to its

geographic proximity, close economic ties and the large Egyptian expatriate

community residing in the Kingdom. The addition of 40,000 �ight bookings to

Egypt over the last 12 months shows the attraction of the country is still on

the rise.”

“Major drivers of growth in �ight bookings”
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Mauritius in East Africa

Out of the ten countries with the largest volume growth, the biggest movers in

terms of percentage were Mauritius, which saw an increase in �ight bookings

made in the KSA through all GDS of 219% during the last 12 months, and

Russia, which registered a rise of 168%.

Khair added: “The rise in �ight bookings to Mauritius from the Kingdom of

Saudi Arabia can at least in part be attributed to increased capacity. The spike

in bookings to Russia was mainly driven by the Football World Cup. Booking

volumes from the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to Russia in June and July 2018,

the months the tournament was held, were up 1,141% and 225% respectively,

year-on-year.”

The research was concluded ahead of the Arabian Travel Market, happening

from 28 April to 1 May 2019.
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